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Education: 
o University of Tennessee Health Science Center, Neurological Surgery Residency (2020- 

present) 
o Semmes-Murphey Foundation, Neuro-endovascular Fellowship (2026- present) 
o Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh Skull Base Clinical Fellowship, Southmead Hospital, 

Bristol, United Kingdom (August 2024-February 2025) 
o University of Mississippi Medical Center (UMMC), Doctor of Medicine, Cum Laude, GPA: 

4.00 (2016-2020) 
o University of Notre Dame, Bachelor of Science in Science Business, Cum Laude, GPA: 3.76 

(2012- 2016) 
 
Certifications: 

o USMLE Step 1: 258 
o USMLE Step 2 CK: 267 
o USMLE Step 2 CS: Pass 
o USMLE Step 3: 241 
o American Board of Neurological Surgery Primary Examination: Pass (2022) 
o Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS), certified through May 2028 
o Basic Life Support (BLS), certified through May 2028 
o NIH Stroke Scale, American Academy of CME 
o Member of the International Postgraduate Deanery of Edinburgh 

 
Honors: 

o Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Award (2020) 
o Awarded by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation for demonstration of integrity, excellence, 

collaboration, compassion, altruism, respect, resilience, empathy, and service while 
caring for patients. 

o Alpha Omega Alpha (AOA) Honor Society, Member (2019- present)  
o Gold Humanism Honor Society (GHHS), Jeanette D. Pullen Chapter, Member (2019- 

present) 
o One of only 104 chapters in the United States, the GHHS promotes the tradition of the 

caring doctor. Selection is based on input from peers, clerkship faculty and staff, and 
administrative personnel within the School of Medicine in order to identify students 
who demonstrated excellence in patient care, compassion, and dedication to service. 

o John Houston Wear Foundation Scholarship Recipient (2019-2020) 
o Awarded to a medical student for academic excellence. 

o Otillie Schilling Scholarship Recipient (2016- 2020) 
o Awarded to a medical student based on academic merit by the Scholarship and 

Awards Committee 
o Miller- Pittman Medical Scholarship Recipient (2017-2018) 

o Awarded to a medical student based on academic merit and leadership skills 

mailto:shimel1@uthsc.edu


o Billy S. Guyton Scholarship Recipient (2018-2019) 
o Awarded to a medical student based on academic merit by the Scholarship and 

Awards Committee 
o MSMA STAT Scholar 

o An Award granted to students who attended events and performed activities 
sponsored by the Mississippi State Medical Association (MSMA) in conjunction with the 
MSMA Student Advocacy Training (STAT) Program, thereby demonstrating a 
professional interest and commitment to health advocacy and legislation. 

 
 
Publications/ Presentations: 

o Brimley C, Himel S, Blum DM, Motiwala M, Troy C, Dave P, Orr T, Shimony N, Klimo P. 
Neoadjuvant Therapy for Pineal Region Tumors Aids Safe Surgical Resection. Presented at 
the Joint CNS/AANS Pediatric Section, Washington D.C., December 2022 

o Clark PR, Dambrino RJ, Himel SM, Smalley ZS, Yimer WK, Washington CW. “The impact of 
craniotomy for brain tumor case volume on patient safety indicators and in hospital 
mortality.” Clinical Neurology and Neurosurgery. Vol 196, 2020. 106043. 

o Dugan, John E. BA; Himel, Sean M. MD; Parikh, Kara A. MD; Arthur, Adam S. MD, 
MPH; Khan, Nickalus R. MD. Microsurgical Clipping of a Type B Ophthalmic Artery 
Aneurysm Through a Cranio-Orbital Approach With Extradural Clinoidectomy: 2-
Dimensional Operative Video. Operative Neurosurgery: 10.1227/ons.0000000000001386, 
September 27, 2024. | DOI: 10.1227/ons.0000000000001386 

o Fong YW, Himel S, Cernei C, Kurian K, Banhisikha K, Wareham J, Teo M. Renal Clear Cell 
Carcinoma Masquerading As Brain Arteriovenous Malformation: A Case Report and Review 
of the Literature. Cureus. 2024 Dec 10;16(12):e75447. doi: 10.7759/cureus.75447. PMID: 
39791076; PMCID: PMC11715071. 

o Khattar N, Alhourani A, Himel S, Osorno-Cruz C, Sims J, Nickele C, Inoa V, Goyal N, Morris S, 
Khan N, Hoit D, Arthur A, Elijovich L. E-030 Measured aneurysm angle entry is an 
independent predictor of aneurysm occlusion with the woven endobridge device Journal of 
Neurointerventional Surgery 2024;16:A97-A98. 

o Himel, Sean; Clark, Paul; Shiflett, James. “Repair of Brachial Plexus Injury using Direct 

Neurotization of the Spinal Accessory Nerve to the Superior Trunk of the Brachial Plexus: A 

Case Series.” July 2019. 

o Presented at the Congress of Neurological Surgery annual meeting as an oral 

presentation. 

o Himel, S. M., & Foley, K. T. (2026). A New Way to Neuronavigate: Comments on a Novel 

Ultrasonographic Neuronavigation Device. World neurosurgery, 208, 124787. 

o Himel, S. , Khattar, N. , Nickele, C. , Morris, S. , Arthur, A. & Foley, K. (9900). Evaluation of a 
Novel, Bedside, Ultrasonographic Neuronavigation System Versus Free-Hand Ventricular 
Targeting: A Double-Blinded, Prospective, Paired Comparison Study. Neurosurgery, Publish 
Ahead of Print , doi: 10.1227/neu.0000000000003855. 

o Himel SM, Orr T, Dugan JE, Motiwala M, Arthur A, Khan NR. Microsurgical Treatment of a 
Recurrent Tentorial Dural Arteriovenous Fistula After Endovascular Embolization With 
Skeletonization of the Dural Venous Sinuses: 2-Dimensional Operative Video. Oper 
Neurosurg. 2025 Jan 6. doi: 10.1227/ons.0000000000001496. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
39760514. 



o Presented at the 2025 North American Skull Base Society meeting in New Orleans, LA 
as an oral presentation 

o Himel, Sean; Ross MD, Randolph; Patel MD, Priya; Duckworth MD, Savannah. 
“Semaglutide: The Safe Overdose.” Society of General Internal Medicine Southern Regional 
Meeting. February 2019. 

o Presented as a poster presentation at the Southern region meeting of the Society of 
General Internal Medicine in Houston (2019) 

o Himel, Sean; Ross MD, Randolph; Patel MD, Priya; Duckworth MD, Savannah. “West Nile 
Meningitis East of the Mississippi River.” Society of General Internal Medicine Southern 
Regional Meeting. February 2019 

o Presented as a poster presentation at the Southern region meeting of the Society of 
General Internal Medicine in Houston (2019) 

o Himel, S; Wu, E; Michael, L. M; Khan, N. Posterior Circulation Bypass: A Necessary 
Technique in Modern Complex Cranial Practice. 2026 North American Skull Base Society 
Meeting 

o Presented as an oral presentation at the 2026 North American Skull Base Society 
Meeting in San Diego, CA 

o Motiwala, M., Himel, S., Yudkoff, C., Jones, E. D., Wu, E. M., Arthur, A. S., & Khan, N. R. (2025). 
Microsurgical Clip Ligation of Giant Ophthalmic Internal Carotid Artery Aneurysm Using 
Retrograde Suction Decompression (Dallas Technique) and Direct Suction Decompression: 
2-Dimensional Operative Video. Operative neurosurgery (Hagerstown, Md.) 

o Motiwala, Mustafa MD; Kumar, Rahul; Amro, Amro; Himel, Sean MD; Motiwala, Ahmed; 
Kazmi, Shehroz; Klimo, Paul MD, MPH. 498 Assessing Knowledge Silos in the 
Craniosynostosis Literature. Neurosurgery 68(Supplement_1):p 125, April 2022. 

o Motiwala M, Nguyen V, Orr T, Parikh K, Miller LE, Barats M, Roach J, Himel S, Mulpur B, 
Khattar N, Arthur A, Inoa-Acosta V, Nickele C, Hoit D, Elijovich L, Goyal N, Khan N. Acute 
and Long-Term Management of Blunt Cerebrovascular Injury (BCVI) at a Quaternary 
Referral Level 1 Trauma Center: the Memphis Experience and Comparison of a New 
Scoring System. Neurointerventional Surgery 16:A24-A25. July 2024. 

o Motiwala M, Nguyen V, Orr T, Parikh K, Miller LE, Barats M, Roach J, Himel S, Mulpur B, 
Khattar N, Kerwin A, Croce M, Arthur A, Inoa-Acosta V, Nickele C, Hoit D, Elijovich L, Goyal 
N, Khan N. Acute and Long-Term Management of Blunt Cerebrovascular Injury (BCVI) at a 
Quaternary Referral Level 1 Trauma Center: the Memphis Experience and Comparison of a 
New Scoring System. Neurosurgery 10:1227. May 2024. 

o Nguyen V, Schwartz B, Barats M, Motiwala M, Himel S, Elijovich L, Inoa V, Goyal N, Khan N, 
Hoit D, Arthur A, Nickele C. Prevalence and outcomes of unruptured intracranial aneurysms 
in the trauma population. Journal of Neurointerventional Surgery. 14:A6-7. July 2022. 

o Parikh, Kara; Motiwala, Mustafa MD; Donoho, Daniel MD; Lesha, Emal MD; Himel, Sean 
MD; Wallace, David Alexander MD; Blum, Deke M.; Michael, L. Madison MD; Sorenson, 
Jeffrey M. MD; Khan, Nickalus MD. 1245 Multi-Institutional Utilization of a Novel Web 
Based Performance Feedback Application (Case Curve) in Neurosurgical Trainee Cadaveric 
Simulation of the Retrosigmoid Approach. Neurosurgery 71(Supplement_1):p 198, April 
2025. | DOI: 10.1227/neu.0000000000003360_1245 

o Parikh, K. A., Motiwala, M., Lesha, E., Dugan, J. E., Himel, S. M., Michael, L. M., 2nd, Morcos, J. 
J., & Khan, N. R. (2026). Impact of the Neurosurgery Research & Education Foundation skull 
base course on academic and career outcomes. Journal of neurosurgery, 1–7. 



o Schwartz B, Nguyen V, Barats M, Motiwala M, Himel S, Weatherford D, Inoa-Acosta V, Goyal 
N, Khan N, Hoit D, Elijovich E, Arthur A, Nickele C. Prevalence of unruptured intracranial 
aneurysms (UIAs) examined in the trauma population. Journal of NeuroInterventional 
Surgery Published Online First: 17 August 2024. doi: 10.1136/jnis-2024-022154 

o Tang, Anthony MD; Noguera, Cynthia MD; Himel, Sean MD, Anderson-Quiñones, Catherine 
MD; Simpson, Carolyn BA; Fowler, Brian MD. Hunting Hydra: A Cautionary Tale: Bilateral 
indirect carotid-cavernous fistulas are extremely rare, but they can walk into your clinic. 
Ophthalmology Management. July 2023. 

o Troy, Christopher; Laird, David G; Brimley, Cameron; Pinto, Soniya; Himel, Sean; Osorno-
Cruz, Carlos; Motiwala, Mustafa; Lesha, Emal; Chamberlin, Kelly; Robinson, Giles; Gajjar, 
Amar; Chiang, Jason; Shimony, Nir; Hersh, David S; Klimo, Paul. Neoadjuvant chemotherapy 
for pineal region tumors. J Neurooncol 178, 37 (2026).  

Leadership: 
o Member of the Board of Directors for the Jackson Free Clinic (2018- 2020) 

o The Jackson Free Clinic offers free primary healthcare for people in the local 
community who do not have health insurance. It is a student run organization that is 
guided by a Board of Directors. My role on the board is the chair of grant writing. I 
write grants and other proposals to fund the efforts of the free clinic. The proposals I 
have written have obtained over $10,000 per year for the clinic. 

o Interviewer for the University of Mississippi School of Medicine’s Office of Admissions 
(2018- 2020) 

o Assisted the Admission’s Office by helping interviewing potential MD candidates. Our 
institution uses the multiple mini interview format to assess applicants. As an 
interviewer, I would interview ten applicants per session and then write an assessment 
on each of them. 

o Associate Program Director of Camp Sweeney (2016- 2017) 
o Camp Sweeney is an organization that supports and teaches Type 1 diabetic youth 

about proper diabetic management. The camp holds several three-week sessions 
during the summer accommodating around 1000 children per year. The camp employs 
between 80 and 100 college counselors and around 20- 30 medical students per 
summer to help facilitate the experience for the children. The purpose of Camp 
Sweeney is to teach the principles of good diabetic control while promoting strong 
support networks among our young campers. As an Associate Program Director I was 
in charge of the day to day running of the camp during the summer which included 
management of the medical, counseling, kitchen, maintenance, and leadership staffs. 
In addition to responsibilities during the summer, I was also part of the team during 
the rest of the year planning the events for the next year, which included recruiting 
new staff, organizing training and orientation materials, and revising medical 
protocols to keep up with the evolving diabetes management devices. 

o Captain of the Men’s Boxing Team, University of Notre Dame (2015-2016) 
o As captain of the men’s boxing team, I was in charge of organizing practices, 

communicating with the coaches and the members of the team, as well as organizing 
the Bengal Bouts tournament in the Spring. The Bengal Bouts is a charity tournament 
put on by the men’s boxing team since 1931, which raises funds for the Holy Cross 
Missions in Bangladesh. The tournament raises over $100,000 for the missions each 
year. 



o President of Box Like a Champion Today, South Bend Police Department (2015- 2016) 
o Box Like a Champion Today is an organization that partners members of the Notre 

Dame Men’s Boxing team with the South Bend Police Department in an effort to 
influence gang related youth in a positive manner.  The program brought Notre Dame 
students to tutor inner city youth in Math, Literature, and Science before learning how 
to box. Structured boxing provided a productive outlet for the youth, while also 
surrounding them with positive role models and academic support. 

Memberships 
o Congress of Neurological Surgeons: Resident Member (2020- present) 
o American Association of Neurological Surgeons: Resident Member (2020-present) 
o Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society (2019- present) 
o Gold Humanism Honor Society (2019- present) 
o International post graduate deanery of the Royal College of Surgeons Edinburgh (2025- 

current) 


