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Longitudinal Scholar’s Project Frequently Asked Questions/Answers for Research and Projects. 
 
Research Project:
What are the requirements of my research project?
Does my mentor have to be a faculty member or a medical doctor?
My mentor wants to pay me for my time doing research, is this acceptable?
Does it matter that I am doing research at a different institution where they handle IRB approval protocol differently?
When do I need to get my project approved; before, during, or after I am finished?
Poster Presentation:
Can I still present my poster if I do not finish my research?
I have been accepted to present at a conference. Can I use that experience as my LSP poster presentation credit?
How do I get my poster printed for my presentation?

Research Project
What are the requirements of my research project?
All projects must be scholarly in nature, meaning they should produce new knowledge or insight. A project would be considered research if it asks a question that then leads to collection of data, and then analysis of data in attempt to finding the answer to the question. 
At the end of the project, it must be presented and evaluated by two UTHSC faculty members, neither of whom can be your mentor. This can be done at dedicated poster sessions arranged by the LSP program or at other approved venues such as local research days. 
The evaluation will be pass/fail with you receiving verbal formative feedback during the session. You will be evaluated on the clarity and organization of your oral presentation, enthusiasm for your project, that you can demonstrate self-knowledge of the topic, appreciation of limitations of the research/study, any explanations of complications, ability to discuss next steps, and ability to answer questions by evaluator. Your poster will be graded on the following: titles/authors/and all institutions listed, introductions, methods/procedures/experience, results/findings, conclusion, and enhancements from graphics/pictures.
(click here to return to list)
Does my mentor have to be a faculty member or a medical doctor?
Your mentor does not have to be UTHSC faculty nor a medical doctor. However, they do need to understand the scope of scholarly work you plan. They must also be willing to agree to the items listed on the Student Mentor Agreement (SMA).
(click here to return to list)
My mentor wants to pay me for my time doing research, is this acceptable?
Yes, you are allowed to get a stipend for doing research. Many programs, including the summer research programs offer a stipend and can still be used for LSP credit. 
(click here to return to list)
Does it matter that I am doing research at a different institution where they handle IRB approval protocol differently?
No, so long as they have IRB approval through their institution and your student mentor agreement (SMA) has the correct IRB information along with appropriate signatures (mentor/student). Your mentor’s signature on the SMA certifies that the work conducted has all institutional approvals needed.
(click here to return to list)
When do I need to get my project approved; before, during, or after I am finished?
Your project needs to be approved before you begin any research on your project. If you do all the work and the project is not approved it will be for nothing, and we do not want that! To get a project approved, just submit your signed and completed SMA to eduet@uthsc.edu. 
If you decide to change projects, that is ok as well. Just ensure that a new SMA is submitted and approved before beginning any work on the new project. 
Note: You must have a project approved, or at least an SMA submitted, by the end of your spring semester of your 3rd year of medical school. 
(click here to return to list)
Poster Presentation
Can I still present my poster if I do not finish my research?
Yes; you will not be evaluated on your final product but rather on your “journey” and efforts put forth. You can present partial research on what you did complete and what prevented you from completing more of the project. The presentation can include what you intended to collect, how you intended to collect, and why you wanted to collect that information. You are not graded on whether the question was answered but rather if you attempted to gather data, analyze, and research the question. 
(click here to return to list)
I have been accepted to present at a conference. Can I use that experience as my LSP poster presentation credit?
If several students (at least 3) present their LSP projects at a local conference, we may be able to provide evaluators and let it count for LSP credits.  Students should inquire (via email to Mr. Henley) whether this will be possible by sending a program (link) for the conference and their specific time of presentation, at least 10 business days before the event. This will depend on the evaluator’s availability, so it may not be possible for every request. 

If the conference is not local, it is the student’s responsibility to find two UTHSC faculty members (who cannot be their mentor) also attending and send their contact information 10 business days before the event to eduet@uthsc.edu.
Part of the concept of poster presentations is that students can look at and learn from other students’ projects. Thus, there need to be multiple students attending and presenting posters at the non-LSP hosted session for it to meet the educational goals of the course. 
NOTE: You can also present the same poster presentation from a conference at one of the LSP poster sessions for your credit. It does not matter that you have already presented it elsewhere. 
(click here to return to list)
How do I get my poster printed for my presentation?
If you are presenting at a hosted LSP session on the Memphis campus, you do not have to pay an exorbitant amount to get it professionally printed. There are templates on eMedley that you can use that are low cost and can be printed on regular paper and used to piece the poster together. For the LSP poster presentation sessions it is more about presenting the work done than the aesthetics of the poster. There are directions within the templates to assist in printing and formatting. 
If you choose to print it professionally you can, however the cost will fall to the student. In the past some students went to Kinko’s or similar and paid to have something printed for around $100.00, depending on size. Again, this is not a requirement. 
[bookmark: _Int_jVYTcR8m]In some instances, there is additional funding within the research department to assist with a poster. Your mentor should be able to assist in answering this question.

	
	
	



