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Abstract:  
The following presentation will describe culturally-linguistically responsive practices in augmentative and alternative 
communication (CLRP- AAC) across the lifespan.  Dr. Mariateresa (Teri) Muñoz will highlight the significance of using an 
interprofessional education/ practice (IPE/ IPP) approach when using CLRP-AAC with individuals with complex 
communication needs of various age groups, such as infants, toddlers, preschoolers, school-aged children, and young/ 
older adults. Participants will learn how to use an IPP approach in the assessment and treatment of individuals from 
culturally-linguistically diverse backgrounds who rely on AAC in various settings. Strategies for promoting self-
determination and advocacy will also be provided during the presentation. Lastly, the participants will be provided with 
strategies to identify facilitators and barriers necessary to implement CLRP-AAC successfully.  
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Describe interprofessional education and practice strategies necessary for planning, educating, and treating individuals from culturally-
linguistically diverse backgrounds who rely on Augmentative and Alternative Communication 

2. Describe strategies necessary for the development of language skills in infants, toddlers, and preschoolers from culturally-linguistically 
diverse backgrounds who rely on AAC to communicate  

3. Describe strategies necessary for school-aged children who come from a culturally-linguistically diverse background who rely on AAC to 
communicate to access their academic learning 

4. Describe strategies that promote quality of life in adults from culturally-linguistically diverse backgrounds who rely on AAC to 
communicate 

5. Describe strategies that support customization of aided AAC methods to promote self-determining and self-advocacy in adults from 
culturally-linguistically diverse backgrounds who rely on AAC to communicate 

6. Describe potential facilitators and barriers that can impact the implemental success of culturally-linguistically responsive practices in AAC 
use across the lifespan. 
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